
 
 
 

 

 
 

Corpus Christi College: Music Program 
 
The music program at Corpus Christi College focuses on engagement and hands-on 
experiences. Students are challenged to explore sound and music concepts whilst gaining 
an appreciation of the aesthetic appeal of a wide range of styles and genre. They create 
purposeful music utilising a range of new and past technologies, and work in class 
ensembles to compose, interpret, prepare and present. 

Music Curriculum 
 
Music is offered as part of the curriculum from Year 7 to Year 12. Specifically, all students 
study music in the classroom in Year 7, which continues into Year 8 as part of the Arts 
Curriculum. In Years 8, 9 and 10, students can choose from a variety of subject electives 
including Music. Year 9 and Year 10 music students develop their aural and theoretical 
skills, use the Sibelius computer software program to arrange and compose music and study 
a general overview of the history of music and music in context in today's society.  
 
In Years 11 and 12, ATAR Music courses are offered. There is a renewed focus on music 
theory and literacy, with many students taking formal exams with the Australian Music 
Examination Board.  
 
Students studying this course are also encouraged to participate in the College Co-
Curricular Music Program. They develop their performance skills through participating in a 
range of ensembles and choirs including concert bands, vocal groups, rock bands and small 
chamber music ensembles.  
 
Graduates who have participated in the music program have been successful in being 
awarded places at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA).  

Extra-curricular Music 
 
The Corpus Christi College Music Department is a growing and diverse department, 
providing a vibrant and busy extra-curricular program. 

 

 



 

Instrumental Music 

A comprehensive instrumental and vocal program is offered at the College which has 165 
students enrolled in lessons.  
 
Students can choose from a variety of musical instruments (some of which can be hired):  
WOODWIND: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone 
STRINGS: Violin, Cello, Double Bass  
BRASS: Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn  
GUITAR: Bass Guitar, Guitar (classical/electric)  
VOICE: Classical, Musical Theatre, Jazz, Contemporary  
PIANO: Classical, Jazz, Contemporary  
PERCUSSION: Drums, Orchestral Percussion 

Ensembles  

Students of all levels of experience are invited and encouraged to participate in the College 
Ensemble Music Program. Students are encouraged to further develop their skills by joining 
an ensemble with their fellow peers to develop skills in musicianship, including how to sight 
read, develop self-discipline, and be able to work in a team. Being in an ensemble also 
means that students are given the opportunity to perform regularly, at school and also within 
the community. 

There are a number of ensembles open to new students. All students who are enrolled in 
instrumental tuition at the College are strongly encouraged to be part of an ensemble. 
Students who learn an instrument outside the College are also strongly encouraged to 
participate. The ensembles currently offered include: classical guitar, saxophone, woodwind, 
flute, clarinet, piano, and beginner groups in brass and strings.  

Bands 
 
The Music Department currently coordinates a number of bands including a Junior Concert 
Band, Intermediate Concert Band, Swing band, and Celtic Band. A College-funded band 
program was introduced in 2018, encouraging students from surrounding schools to 
participate in the music program. Strategically, the College expects to have a sustainable 
program of three Concert bands, a string orchestra and a big Band by 2021, and a full 
symphony orchestra by 2022. 
 

Performance 
 
As well as the band and choir programs, a number of smaller groups run in the school; rock 
bands arising out of the Music in Industry Program and instrumental groups such as the 
Percussion Ensemble, Brass Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble, Flute Ensemble, Saxophone 
Ensemble and Clarinet Ensemble.  
 
Within the College, there are several concerts held through the year. These vary from the 
College Music Night, to Band and ensemble concerts, with instrumental teachers organising 
concerts for their students at the end of the year. Various choirs and music groups also 
perform at a number of community events and eisteddfods. 

 
 



Recent notable highlights have included the College Celtic band winning the shield for 
Contemporary bands at the Performing Arts Festival for Catholic Schools and Colleges, and 
many top awards for College ensembles at this festival and the Fremantle Eisteddfod. The 
College Production of the musical “Hairspray” performed to great acclaim at Newman 
College theatre, with the musical component of the production receiving top marks from the 
adjudicators. Following the music camp at New Norcia in July, the College Choir was given 
the honour of singing at the Opening Mass at the Performing Arts Festival for Catholic 
Schools, a task they completed to great acclaim. 
 
Since 2016, the College has participated in a bi-annual music tour to the Rhapsody Rotorua 
Music Festival in New Zealand. 
 

Staffing 

The Director of Music is supported by a full-time Music teacher, full-time Music Assistant, 
and an Arts Administrator. 

Facilities 

A 440-seat theatre with orchestra pit and storage is due for completion at the conclusion of 
2018. The James Nestor Centre includes 7 tutor rooms, two classrooms used by the Music 
department, a larger performance space used by the bands and orchestra, two Dance 
workshops, two additional performance spaces, and abundant storage space. 

 
 


